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marking, and the actual proportion of the candidates
at this examination who succeed in getting through
is not on the average much above one-half.1
The First Part of the examination was mainly
intended to insure, on the part of candidates for ser-
vice in the Indies, a general knowledge of the sub-
jects in which they were afterward to prepare them-
selves in greater detail. It has been found, however,
that what they have learned before the first examina-
tion is often largely forgotten by the time the final
one takes place; and in fact, the opinion appears to
be nearly universal that the creation of the prelimi-
nary examination, together with the lengthening of
the course of study at the School to three years,
which was done at about the same time, was a mistake.
The Second Part
The Final or Second Part of the examination is
supposed to be taken after two more years of study.
It covers,2 (i) the history, (2) the geography and eth-
nology, (3) the religious laws, institutions, and cus-
toms, and (4) the political institutions of the Dutch
Indies, and (5) the Malay and (6) Javanese languages.
These subjects are required. Examinations are, more-
over, held in other native languages, but they are op-
tional, and their effect is solely to increase the total
marks of the candidate, and thus raise his rank for
1 During the five years from the time this examination, was estab-
lished through 1898, 164 men passed out of 295 who tried.
2 See the Programme in the appendix to this chapter.